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Prince Rupert his Reply to a Pam- 


phlet,intituled, The Parliameats Vindi- 
cation ; an anſwer ro Prince Ruperts 
Declaration. 
{ ; $ Made it almoſt a miracle that the 
Ng world ſhould lee me in Print, when I 

{et out my Declaration , to expurge 

F ny felte,and diſabule the world from 

- 8 the calumnies which have been t@ 

* maliciowlly calt upon me. But that 

which was voluntary before , isnow 

-_— Jinforced out of me againlt my difpo= 

ſujou ; | am ingaged ance more ta ap» 

e in Print,to returne backe thoſe notorious and ſcandas 

ous lies which an unknowne Eſquire, aſbamed tocxpreſle 
his name more then S, . in an anſwer to our Declaration, 
which ke cals The Parliaments Vindication, bath fixed upon 
my name and honour, upon tumlelte : and nly were 
hee knowne to me, or one woith my anger, I ſhould ſhape 
bim a language in another DialeR : but though the wretch 
be ſo worthleſſe, I cannot 1o much. decline my blood and 
birth, as tomake it a buſineſle to inquire him out ; yer flane 
ders (like a fatall poiſon) defules it Selfe unſeene, and blaſts 
mens memories: And a5 an ambulb againſt the contagious 
venem of his aſperſions, 1 fhal divalge tothe world the ape 
parent forgcries in that Vindication, and the impertinency 
of it,as an anlwer to our Declaration. And certainly, in cot 
(cicace, thc boneſt men ct the world mult nerds rather cre» 
dit me 4 Prince, then the base affertions of a nameleſle feb 
low, who an{wers nothing #t all polutively, but circumſtants 
ly, exdconjeiunlly 26 cur former Declernions Lit 
2 ir 
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Firſt, hee ſayes ( and thinkes there he kils my integrity 
dead) that I ſpare the Preſſe for publiſhing my Declarations, 
and am more mercifull to Paper than to men z and that this 
Declaration pend in my owne favour,can no way right me, 
Is this any the leaſt (hew of reaſon? What can more. right 
any maningured,then a reall explanation of his innocence? 
It was all I aymed at, not to fatisfic ſuch worthy Gentle- 
men as this Pamphleter is, but to give the noble and drave 
ſpirits,and honeſt minded Gentlemen and Citizens that are 
azainſt us, a full and true intelligence, how much my fame 
bad been traduced and vituperated by ſuch Raſcals, as this 
ſeems to be; whoſe apparen tuntruths ſo honorably 1 conceive 
of the Parliament,thogh they love me not)could it know the 
audacious author of them, Its Juſtice would feverely punith, 
and that hee knew well enough, when he onely tet two 
doubtfull letters inſtead of his whole name before his Pam- 


2 to thattruth which I charged the Lord #harron with, 
with an impertinent ſuppoſition he replies it may be an- 
ſwered, that my Lord Wharton knew the great advantage 
gotten at Edge Hill, had many concurrent Cauſes, and what 
that concernes my charge againlt that Lord,let all the world 
be Judge ; and then in flat railing he comments upon, bat 
not anſwers the ſenſe of our Declaration ; he tels the people 
that Prince Rxper: and his troopers plundred the Countrey, 
and bids them aske the men whom we had plundred, and 
their generall athrmation would confate our particular af- 
ſertion, and certifie the world, Prince Rupert cannot be in. 
nocent of theſe outrages ; and that my Lord #harton may 
be vindicated by that teſtimony, to have ſpoken nothing bur 
truth: And that my Lord durit tell mee to my face, that I 
was a plundring Prince, and with his ſword make proofe 
there is nothing but forgery and falſhood in my Declarati- 
on: but ſurely the fellow, though hee may have beene in my 
Lord #hertoxs company, is none of his Counſel, promiſing 
more in his behalfe then I believe bis Lorſhip will ever ver- 
twreto performe. I could wiſh he durſt or would verifie his 
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cefſe ſhould ſpeake who. was guilty of che' untruth ; bur 1 
feare his Ip 1s not pet furniſhed with fo noble a reſo» 
lution, intime perhaps hee may be perfwaded into it : bat 
let my moſt ſevere enemies be my witneſle, how plaine, and 
without the leaſt blemifſh my Declaration yet ſtands : for all 
the tedious circumſtance this Eſquire (for ought I know of 
the Damſels) hath cryed againit its verity. It 1s a proofe ſut- 
ficient, that { have plundred .houſes, becaufe he attirmes it 
from the teſtimony of men inthe Moone, for (turely upon 
this earth they have no reſidence. -Where are thoſe men 
that will attirme'it ? in what County or Towne ſtood thoſe 
houſes, by me-or my ſutferance betrayed to that miſery 
of rapine? let. him but name them, and I ſhall not deny mine 
owne at, when I am fo palpably convinced ;-it were an 
unpudence beyond all former examples. For the faint- 
heartednefſe of their fouldiers at - Keyntor, which I touch 
in my Declaration, it feemes the anſwer of it would make 
men believe thegoodnefle of their cauſe mult in point of ne- 
ceſſity exalt:their courage to the height of daring ;- in Gods 
name, let hin ſtrive to footh the people with a concert wee 
were vanquiih'd, I wiſh at no time better ſuccefle againſt 
any of his Majcltics enemies then wee had at Keynror, or at 
Worceſter. But as if this gallant had a priviledge for his rai- 
ling untruths, hee comes upon us with queſtions as ridicu- 
lous as falſe, namely, who it was that compelled divers of 
their eminent Captaines to ride (tarke naked ? who it was 
that drove their men like beaſts before our Army ? and then 
athrmatively he ſfayes, they tooke a religious Gentleman at 
Thifleworth, and faſtned a cord to his teet, and dragg'd him 
about the towne, and then ſhot him with a piſtoll, I ſhall 
doe the good Gentleman the honour to anſwer his queſtions, 
which, if they were true, yet what am I concern'd in them ? 
For if the ſouldiers did as the law of armes allowes them, 
ſtrip ſome of their Captaines, was 4 ingaged either to Row 
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Lute them ehie making the beſt of their priſoners ? or,obliged 
to redloth thoſe Gapteines that were: deveſted of their ap- 
paul? For-driviog their men like beaſts before our army, 

ike che Jai Gentleman imagines wee are bound in cour- 
telic t9 gor & foot; and give; thewy men (our pritoaers) our 
hor{es. If wee did: drive them like beats, wee were nor 
much to blame to uſe them according to what indeed they 
were ; but that they tooke a religious Gentleman at Thiſle» 
we'rb, and uſed « aforeſaid, what: They thoſe were, is alto- 
gether deyond my knowledge, much more therefore diſtant 
either from my command or connvence ; but it ſhould 
leeme his «pfe,dixu is enough to render mee guilty, becauſe 
he «thrmes 'tis well knowne wee conti ule itin our 
army, and then with unneceflary digroſſions and repetiti» 


olas,he runs on railing at my patticular crueltie, laying, that 
I rm 9g jalt and mercitull, which 
they may ſoancr credit of a «Butcher, who kills Sheepe 
forthe goodneſlc of their fleſh ; and fo Prince Repert nur» 
thers the Kings Subjefts for their good affections' to the 
King 4ad Parliament. An excellent purity,and worthy ſuch 
an author a5 hath no neme hedares be called by : where, or 
«4 w hat Meencs, private or publike, have 1 fought the death 
any of kis Majeſtics Subjects ? who is't can teltific this 
agaiult me ? certainly, were I arrai before the ſevereſt 
and molt partial Juries in the world,they would acquit me, 
(his mans bare afſeveration would not condemne mee. 
Perhaps, as it is warrantable both by the laws of heaven and 
aations,me lawtull war,to endexvour to deſtroy as many of 
angs encmies as Come within his reach, that I aut confeſſe 

L did ai Keynon, and eliewhere, when TI was call'd ro it 
jult occalion, but thet is no way « confirmation t6 his But- 
caerly ny. Then as 1t be would convince me for the 
auwonoulcit Lycr in the world;he tcls me it doth not become 
tae forne via king tokreeich bis words bryend belicketbe- 
Ohiel (nh Hol means, whoſvaly becaulc biowelf tinctes 
40} wil concur and aviures tothe work, thu whatio- 
ever 
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ud igy buy who they were, be knowes not. + in 
truth nor 1 newber, nor no manÞcllez. foritzrhe Mavor of 
Reading wiere put to his oath, I have ſo mych confidenge in 
the honeltic at the mangthat he would not poly acquit me of 
that ation, but report honourably of me, that I uſed him 
with all reſpeRts befitted a perſon of his worth to receive 
from one of my qualitie : and whereas he fates, my ations 
contradit my words, or elſe are not full of that ſenſe they 
ought to be, turcly the man is cither very mad, or foolith, or 
both, he could never be fo impudent elſe, or ignorant of the 
meaning oft my words, which are plaine and perſpicuous in 
my Declaration,namely, That I will never tight in an un- 
righteous quarrell; ner have I tutherto, nor ever will here» 
after violate that promiſe, whatfoever'aſperſion this or the 
like landerous Pamphlet (hall cait upon me. 

And whereas i the end of my Declaration I ſay,I ſhould 
repute it the greatelt victory 1n the world to ſee bis Maje- 
ſte enter Londox in peace without ſhedding one dropot 
blood or plundring any of one farthing : at that n__ = 
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City, not ond have x mag? acecormed p= 
pendix to my gracious Uncles Crowne, his Chamber and 
chiete fidence, and have alwayes thought ofits Cirizens as 
rcrbnd men, and as weltexcrciſed tirertarriall df- 
ſcipline as #hy fouldiers in Chriſtendome.” Bur 1 Ibfe * time 
in'mivding a thing fo ridicalous as this. vindication, '<icy 
more in anſwering its contamelious falſhoods1overally: not 
ugh it beſeeme the di ie of a Prince to have cake no-" 
tice of fo infamous a'' as this unknowhe Eſquire he 
had not the tm ite of ſome friends ailect abs 
mine owne will with'me, nor donht 1; the world 
credit my aſſceveritions, -whet they ſhall really conſider fo 
improbuiiy and uneat of choſe of my acculers. | 
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